The Canning Tradition
age of six, in the Wilkes and Liberty riots, he suddenly left his mother, Lady Caroline Keppel, with whom he was sitting, to take part in breaking his father's windows because he was a placeman. He faced much rivsk when, in 1831, he interposed successfully to prevent a collision between the Dutch and French troops, being, in his words to Coke, the old friend of Charles Fox, " shot at once or twice like a Holkham rabbit." The third diplomatist who, as intermediary, promoted a settlement, and who, by his acceptance of the Russian modifications of the treaty, became one of the creators of the new kingdom, was Sylvain Van de Weyer, then a young Belgian remarkable for the clearness of his head and the charm of his manners, well-known to society in the last century of the representative of the court of Brussels in London. To these names may be added that of Lord Durham, who, as the Prime Minister's son-in-law and a Liberal after the Foreign Secretary's heart, had been sent to St Petersburg to remove Russian prejudice against the latest addition to the monarchies of Western Europe. The Prime Minister, Grey, had another influential relative in diplomacy, his brother-in-law, Lord Ponsonby, British chargk <F affaires at Brussels. Lord Grey himself, it will be remembered, had been Foreign Secretary in 1806, An imperious aristocrat, with special knowledge of international politics, he was not likely to give his Foreign Minister the absolutely free hand which Palmerston first secured under Melbourne in 1834. Throughout the episodes just narrated the policy of England had been shaped as much by Grey as by Palmerston. The
Prime Minister suggested alterations in his Secretary
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